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“VondelCS is the Media & Culture 
LAB of Dutch television network 
AVROTROS. Last year VondelCS 
turned the beautiful exhibition 
space located in the Vondelpark 
pavilion into a showcase of the work 
of different Instagrammers who 
translate their online work to off-
line. Instead of swiping or scrolling 
past pictures people can take their 
time enjoying the work of the artist.

The House of Ratchet has been 
invited by VondelCS to do just that. 
Normally you will find them in the 
Amsterdam nightlife, in clubs, in 
the dark. This way we offer them 
a spotlight. There is so much work 
that goes into the House of Ratch-
et and being a drag queen per-
former, enough to call it art.”

Marco Dreijer I  Programming officer

T: 035 - 6717216
A: Vondelpark 3, 1071 AA, Amster-
dam

VondelCS - Media & Cultuur LAB van 
AVROTROS

HOUSE OF RATCHET EXPO AT VONDELCS

TICKETS:

LAST AVAILABLE TICKETS  
AMSTERDAM, ROTTERDAM, ANTWERP
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house of ratchet

PHOTO / Bete van Meeuwen

A HOUSE THAT DRAGS 
TOGETHER SLAYS 
TOGETHER.

The House of Ratchet was 
born 6 years ago, as a 
group we were friends first, 
and started dabbling in the 
art of drag. Mother of the 
house Heather Ratchet a.k.a
Jeroen Bloemers, was already 
experienced in doing making 
and creating his own looks, 
both as a guy and in drag. He 
is the one who helped the rest 
of us find our drag character. 

“A house that drags together 
slays together.”

6 Years later now we are still 
together in almost the same 
group of people we started with. 
Our aesthetic comes mostly 
from American pop culture, the 
hyper feminine girls from let’s 
say the “Ghetto” mixed with the 
high society mean girls from 
the suburbs. With a little bit of 
clubkid and cosplay mixed in 
there. We create most of our 
drag ourselves. Our strengths 
are different per queen but to-
gether we are unstoppable!
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† 2015

Hella, death 
becomes her. 
Even after her 
death she is 
successful as 
biolion dollar 
Company  Mr. 
And Mrs. B

STARTED VIPER SQUAD
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SHELL WE

Interview by Cyriel Jacobs, 
    written by Marco Hohl

Loena Maas (20) is an out and proud tran-
swoman with a personality louder than her 
hair colour. She received a lot of media at-
tention last year when she took part in the 
second season of ‘Hij is een Zij’ – which 
is Dutch for ‘He is a She’ – a TV program 
about the lives of young transgenders. 
Loena figured out who she was from an 
early age on when she saw a documentary 
about model and transactivist Valentijn de 
Hingh – she was 8 at the time. She even-
tually came out to her parents at 14 and 
started the transitioning process almost 
immediately afterwards. This year the Am-
sterdam Pride asked her to be the very first 
Youth Pride Ambassador.
We sat down with Loena to talk about com-
ing out and about the positive effect drag 
has had on her. 
 

Loena, you were 8 when you found out that 
you were actually a woman. How did you 
deal with that realisation at such a young 
age and why did you watch that documen-
tary in the first place?

“My elementary school wanted to teach 
kids that there were many different kinds 
of people in the world. So one week we 
watched a video about someone who 
had a mental disability and the next 
they showed us a documentary about 
transgenders featuring Valentijn de 
Hingh. It’s an amazing movie because it 
shows what happens to her as a person 
during her transitioning. It’s about who 
she is and not about what happens in 
the operating room. When I saw that film 
everything became clear. I thought to 
myself ‘this is what’s happening to me’. 
So when I got home I started Googling 
it. I wanted to know everything about it. 
Imagine that… an 8 year old going online 
and reading about gender reassignment 
procedures! But I was afraid my parents 
wouldn’t take me seriously because I 
was a kid. So I made the conscious de-
cision to wait until I was in my puberty. 
But because kids started bullying me 
when I got older I didn’t have the confi-
dence to tell my parents anymore. It was 
clear though that I wasn’t very manly in 
the way I behaved, so I did tell them I 
liked men when I was 12 years old.” 

So when did you come out as trans to your 
parents?

“I was 14 when I became friends with a 
new girl in my class. Everyone knew me 
as THE faggot in school. I knew this girl 
would be in my class, so I looked her up 
on Facebook. I thought I’d introduce my-
self to her before the start of school if I 
met her on the street. Then one day I saw 
her and I walked up to her and said ‘Hey, 
I’m Roel and yes I’m gay!’ And somehow 
that worked and we instantly clicked. Her 
father was bisexual so she understood 
me better than the other kids. One day 
after gym class we were talking and out 
of the blue she asked me: ‘Would you like 
to become a woman?’ At first I said ‘no’, 
which I regretted right away, and then lat-
er I told her she had been right. She was 
shocked and at the same time she wasn’t. 
She wanted to know if my parents would 
be ok with it. I told her ‘yes’ and then she 
encouraged me to tell them as soon as 
possible. I told my parents after a lot of 
hesitation at dinner. They knew something 
was up and they tried to get it out of me – 
in a really nice and gentle way. They came 
up with loads of questions. At one point 
they ran out of things to ask and suddenly 
it felt like all the puzzle pieces fit together 
for them and my dad said: ‘You want to be-
come a woman!’ My parents always knew 
there was something going on and they 
felt really bad for me. But they also knew 
that there were still a lot of options be-
cause of my age. They started crying from 
happiness and said they were going to 
help me. The next day we went to our fam-
ily doctor and after that we took the first 
steps towards the transitioning process.”

Let’s flash forward to 2018. You’ve not just 
transitioned into a young grown up woman, 

but also into a strong personality. You’re 
really open and vocal about your person-
al life and you’re a positive role model for 
queer kids. One of the things that helped 
you to mature into the fabulous person you 
are right now is drag. What role does drag 
play in your life? 

“When I started my transition there were 
not a lot of transwomen that I identified 
with. The ones I did meet were preoc-
cupied with becoming the perfect wom-
an. I did identify with someone like 
Valentijn, but only to a certain extent. 
I remember coming home once from 
school and watching RuPauls Drag 
Race on OUTtv. And even though it was 
about men dressing up as women I felt 
more of a connection to them. Drag was 
one of the first things I could identify 
with. It holds a warm and dear spot in 
my heart. Drag queens taught me how 
to do make up, how to dress and how 
to make my body look more feminine 
- even though it wasn’t there yet - and 
they showed me how to tuck (editor’s 
note: ‘tucking’ is a technique drag 
queens use to hide male genitalia).”

The outside world tends to mix up trans-
genders with drag queens quite often. How 
do you deal with that?

“When you’re a transwoman 
people think you’re a drag queen and 
when you’re a drag queen they think 
you want to become a woman. Both 
groups deal with the same stigma and 
prejudice. It actually sometimes divides 
us as well. When I got a lot of media 
attention last year there were trans-
women who didn’t think I was a good 
example. They thought I looked too 
extreme and they didn’t like the fact that 
I hung around with drag queens. They 
saw them as an insult to transwomen. I 
definitely don’t agree with that. People 
tend to forget that we originate from the 
same place - I’m trying to phrase this 
carefully. If you look at the past there 
are many historical figures where it’s 
not clear if they were drag queens or 
transwomen. There were a lot of tran-
swomen who were queens because it 
was too dangerous for them to come 
out. We have more in common with 
one another than we realize and I don’t 
think our differences should divide us!” 

LET’S TALK ABOUT THAT TIME LOENA CAME OUT…OF HER SHELL 
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Campy
adjective  \ ˈkam-pē 

by: Chrystal Math

Campy:  In the style of camp : absurdly 
exaggerated, artificial, or affected in a usually 

humorous way 

Chrystal’s tips to be funny. Just do your make 
up like me, dress like me, do your hair like me. 

In short look like me and you’re left with no 
choice other than being funny.

Tucking
noun  Tuck·ing  \ ˈtùk-iŋ \

by: Belle Dommage

Tucking: The act of hiding your boy/man jew-
els so well that it will look (and feel) like you 
have absolutely nothing in between your legs. 
And I mean nothing, not even a vagina (sorry 

if I shattered some dreams.) So it is really a 
process of degenderfication rather than a swap-

ping in between genders. (Sorry again.)

So... you need to transform your boy parts into 
a girls...

Start by grabbing scissors, some plaster and 
alcohol...

Haha. Naaa, just kidding!

To make things short, on your pelvic area 
(more or less where the ovaries reside on 

women) there is a space to where your testicles 
can retract to protect themselves. (Yes, they are 
alive!) It has probably happened to you before 
in situations of extreme cold or fright (if you 

are a biological male of course!). This is where 
you need to push your testicles up as the first 
tucking step. No, it doesn’t hurt, but it might 

get a bit uncomfortable after a couple of hours 
the first times you do it (when you’re used 

to it it’s just a state of full bliss). After you’ve 
done this you will need to hold them there 
with a couple of fingers so they won’t slide 

down while you take care of the second step 
which can be resumed by folding your (now 
empty) scrotum around your penis (flap, flap 
and done!). After this you are going to push 

your freshly made man meat wrap in between 
your legs. Now, to hold it there you will need 
either a gaffe (a tucking panty) or some tape. 
In either cases, your testicles (sorry, now your 
ovaries) will stay in place secured either by the 

elastic on your tucking panty or by the tape. 
Top it with a couple of stockings and finally 

some panties, and there you go: welcome to a 
genderless world!

Tips:

Before starting the tuck, dip your genitalia on 
cold water: it will make it smaller  and easier to 
push your testicles into your  pelvis; 

You can use a regular sock and a pair of stock-
ings to create a tucking panty: cut the upper 
part of the sock (by the heel); cut the upper 
part of a stocking (the waist elastic); pass the 
elastic through the cut part of the sock and 
there you go; tucking panty for life!

If you choose to use tape, opt for silicone tape, 
which will stretch with the movement without 
coming out of place.

 

Reading
noun  read·ing  \ ˈrē-diŋ \

by: Skittles von Bitch

Reading (v.): To wittily and incisively expose a 
person’s flaws (e.g., “read them like a book”), 
often exaggerating or elaborating on them; an 
advanced form of insult. Another usage is to 
read someone to filth, which just means that 
you are being extra nasty with your insults.

It seems that I am really good at reading other 
people, doesn’t matter if I am in Skittles form 

or just Michael….

Most of the time it comes naturally to me and 
I act upon something a person does, says or I 
am just generally throwing shade; works best 
if you know someone a bit better, for me it is 
hard to read someone that I don’t know at all 
– in those cases you can only clock a person 

and it often only involves how a person looks 
or is dressed and that can get very personal or 
insulting pretty easily, which is no fun for me 

at all.

Reading should be fun and shady, just go with 
the flow and see where it takes you. 

When you hear crickets it’s best to stop your 
efforts… not everyone has a library card!

Branding
noun: branding
by: Trashley

Branding: The promotion of a particular product or 
company 

by means of advertising and distinctive design.

Branding according to the Urban dictionary: 
writing your initials on a girl with liquid energy, 

(ejaculate); it only counts if it is your own ejaculate
“I really like this girl. I think I’m going to do some 

branding tonight.”

These days it seems everything is, or has to have a 
“brand”. This is also very common in the drag scene 

now, ever since the explosion of drag due to the 
popularity of Rupaul’s drag race.

To sell yourself and your services you have to have 
your “branding” on fleek (Slang term used by uncul-

tured idiots to describe perfection.)  
Tools to use to “brand” yourself are: Instagram, 

Snapchat, Facetune and Photoshop.
But if you use Facetune make sure your background 
isn’t effected by you perfecting yourself, this usually 
gives it away. The last thing you want is for people to 

think you are not perfect.

The important thing for a drag queen is that he/she 
stays true to his/her brand. Don’t be creative, or try 
something new. Stay in the beautiful rhine stoned  
box you made for yourself. Just kidding the best 

thing about being a drag queen is that you can do 
whatever you want, there are no set rules. 

“We are all born naked and the rest is drag” (Rupaul 
Andre Charles)

Photographing
photograph
ˈfəʊtəɡrɑːf/

verb
by: Ceyonce knows

Photographing: Take a photograph of.
“she has photographed all of the major drag 

houses worldwide”

synonyms:
take someone’s picture/photo, Picca, Selfy, Sna-

phot or Shoot.

    Tips :

Just use a shit ton of Photoshop, Filters are your 
best friend or book Cyriel Jacobs

~ DRAGAPEDIA ~ 

Hi, I am Dr. Med. Chrystal Math (Phd, 35) and I 
am a drag queen in Cologne: the gay metropolis. 
I have been asked by the House of Ratchet to 
describe the drag scene in Cologne. The drag 
scene in Cologne is very old and has existed for 
as long as its oldest members can remember. 
However, I must make a difference between the 
drag scene and drags in the gay scene. Because 
these were two separate entities and have only 
recently been merged.

Let’s say, you went out in the gay scene of 
Cologne about 15 years ago. You will see a lot of 
different bars with various types of LBGT
members: flirting, dancing, chatting, drinking, 
and doing other stuff one does in a bar. It is 
only on rare occasions that you will see a drag 
queen in a bar or club. Other than Amsterdam or 
Berlin for example, drag queens have been 
part of a more theatrical part of society. The 
ladies of ‘Star Treff’ will lip sync for their lives 
at a dinner show for young and old, straight or 
gay. The ladies at the Culture Shock will provide 
all sorts of entertainment value from trash to 
treasure. While  the  gay bars remain empty of 
drags.

Now, 15 years later the “Schaafenstraße“ one of 
the corners of the gay Burmuda Triangle has be-
come a melting pot of drag queens and the gay 
scene. At Exile alone we have: Drag bingo on 
Wednesdays; RuPaul‘s Drag Race on Fridays, 
regular hostings on Saturdays or a talent show 
called “Night of the Living Drag”. Moreover, a lot of 
bars and clubs have Drag Queens as Djs or other 
forms of entertainment. I am not entirely certain 
how this change has come about. I am pretty sure 
that a big factor is Rupaul’s Drag Race, which has 
led to a bigger acceptance of Drag Queens in so-
ciety.  In addition the tiredless effort of the “older” 
queens, I refer to as drag goddesses. I myself am 
part of the bingo and hosting team at Exile. I hope 
that I have contributed a small part to the rising 
number of drag queens.

I like being a drag queen in Cologne. At any given 
night of the weekend you can see 2 to 15 drag 
queens just on the “Schaafenstraße“. I like the 
comedic part of drag: playing with distinct gender 
roles; becoming a different person; being allowed 
to throw some shade without being mean; 

living my comedic side publicly. I would 
describe my drag style as: “ Ah gurl, 
missed again.” I do not like to be per-
fect, which helps me in being rather 
funny than beautiful. I like seeing all 
sorts of drag in Cologne: from fish to 
funny to everything. Of course there 
are a small number of boys that have 
seen a YouTube video on “how to drag 
make up” and think they can use that 
disguise to behave like a baboon’s 
arse. Those are rare fortunately.

I hope to see the drag scene and the 
scene merge together more and more, 
develop more, and become an integral 
part of society itself. Let us not forget 
that it was the drag queens that  used 
there heels to revolt on Christopher 
Street during the Stonewall Riots. If you 
want to know more about Cologne’s 
drag scene: come and visit!

DRAG SCENE
 IN COLOGNE

 by Chrystal Math
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HOMOMONUMENT
VIER PRIDE OP HET

HOMOMONUMENT
WESTERMARKT | AMSTERDAM

DRAG OLYMPICS
VRĲDAG 3 AUGUSTUS

18:00 - 0:00

JANEY
ZATERDAG 4 AUGUSTUS

16:00 - 0:00

FREE ENTRANCE | CHEAP DRINKS | HAPPY PEOPLE



They might be a crime syndicate, they may be a col-
lective, but they are definitely not a drag house. Then 
again they do play house and lots of it at Club NYX. Meet 
TraffaMafia. Three Amsterdam queens who put the ho in 
house and the art in party. 

TraffaMafia is a dj collective consisting of Hoax le Beau 
and Heisa Jynx - known together as dj duo Tranny 
4/7 - and relative newcomer to the world of drag Nancy 
Goreng. We had a little talk with these luscious ladies 
about their work, life in drag and we started out with a 
question involving the Ratchet queens. 

Ladies, what are your thoughts on 
the House of Ratchet?
HOAX: “I never liked them! (she laughs) No, I love them! They 
don’t care what people think about them. They do what they like 
and that’s something I really appreciate.” 

HEISA: “I think their drag is very honest. They don’t compromise, 
do their thing and stay true to their own style. They live in their pri-
vate little Ratchet bubble. They look at themselves in the mirror, 
feel beautiful and that’s what they radiate.” 

NANCY: “The Ratchets are the definition of a drag house. They 
are a sweet little family, a nice group of friends. Whenever I see 
them backstage they sit in a little line putting on their make up and 
they look blissfully happy. It’s cute!” 

So, let’s get back to TraffaMafia. What do you do? 

HOAX: “We throw a house party at Club NYX called TraffaMafia, 
with the three of us dj’ing in drag.”

HEISA: “We have been preparing for this party for more than a 
year. We got the chance to practice in the small hall of Club NYX 
to find the right music and the right vibes. Our audience ranges 
from young twinks to the old Reve’s (editor’s note: Reve – first 
name Gerard – is a famous Dutch gay author who had an enor-
mous desire for male companionship).”

NANCY: “Our audience may be a bit older. When it comes to drag 
queens we’re senior citizens.”

HOAX: “None of us are in our twenties anymore, let’s just keep 
it at that!” 

How would you describe your style of drag?

NANCY: “To be honest I’m still working on my look.” 

HOAX: “Right now I’m in my business fish phase. I’m 
going for that MILF look. I love wearing suits. When I started 
out I kept screaming: I will never wear sequent or put up my 
hair like other drag queens. These days I do all those things.”

HEISA: “I’m literally the first thing that I take out of 
my make up box. Sometimes I use a lot of make up 
and sometimes I can’t be bothered with it and I tone it 
down. I keep changing my look. I never had just one 
style. But my looks can be very colourful and loud.” 

HOAX: “Like her mouth.” (she laughs)

HEISA: “This summer I’m going to be a slut again, but 
I’m probably going to end up looking like cotton candy 
as usual.” 

HOAX: “That’s because you associate porn with food.” 
(all three start laughing)

What do you like about drag? 
NANCY: “I like being someone else. You put on a 

wig and people react differently to you, like you’re 
a crazy person.” 

HEISA: “My life turned into one big adventure 
from the moment I put on a wig. I’ve met people 
who have become friends for life. I wouldn’t 
have met them otherwise: Hoax, the guys from 
the G-Team, Nancy…what’s your name again?” 

NANCY: “Drag pulls me out of my comfort zone 
every time. When I take an Über for example 
and I notice that the driver clearly doesn’t want 
me in his car. The last 25 years I was pretty shy. 

I tried not to stand out and to act normal. Since 
I’ve been doing drag I have discovered how difficult 

life must be for transgenders. It’s my choice to look 
like an intersexual creature. But someone who is trans-

gender doesn’t have that choice. They get confronted 
with prejudice on a daily basis. Not everyone looks like 
Valentijn de Hingh (editor’s note: Valentijn is a famous 
Dutch super model, transwoman and LGBT activist).”

Last question: what are your thoughts 
on the Amsterdam drag scene?

HEISA: “I don’t think there really is one. At least we 
don’t feel like we are part of it. We do our own thing 
and we don’t like to take part in the drama that a lot 
of queens like to create. To us drag is a personal 
thing. What’s most important for a drag queen and for 
anyone actually is that you’re a nice person to be around. 
You need to make jokes and you need to be laidback. 
If you enter a club like a diva, you’ll leave like a diva 
and the next time they won’t let you back in again!” 

Instagram @traffamafia
Facebook.com/TraffaMafia
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Snorella WC - also know as Moustachella in English, because of the thick 

fur on her upper lip – is the brainchild of Micha Schneijderberg. This 

hairy creature in high heels exists somewhere in between day and night 

and male and female. She’s gorgeous, loves to drink, is easy going yet 

opinionated and doesn’t shy away from confrontation every once in a 

while. We talked to Micha about his creation and his perspective on what 

it means to be a drag queen. 

Micha, Snorella started out as a bathroom attendant in under-

ground club De Trut and since then she has been spotted at fes-

tivals, parties and toilets all over The Netherlands. Who is she?  

“Snorella is the naughtiest dream you’ve ever had come to life, with a heart of 

gold and big eyes that see everything. She confuses you and makes you ques-

tion your own identity just by being there. She’s exactly that which you don’t 

understand. She’s not a female impersonator, because she has a moustache. 

She’s not a man, because she wears high heels. Snorella is all these things at 

the same time. She encompasses everything. When you meet her you can’t 

help but ask yourself how should I behave around her? You wonder how you 

relate to her. She’s a mirror for what you want to see in yourself. If you don’t 

want to see it, you won’t. But if you are interested, she can help you with 

looking and she can show you how to be you.”  

Snorella’s look is very recognizable. What can you tell us 

about her sense of dress? 

“She usually goes for black clothing. There are two sides to her look. In the 

first place she shows off as much hair as possible: on her chest, arms and legs. 

She’s covered in luscious black hair including her trademark moustache and a 

lightly trimmed beard. Secondly she loves wearing pumps and skimpy dress-

es. She uses make up to highlight her beautiful eyes. When you see Snorella, 

you always know it’s her. Even when she’s completely covered, you still feel 

her essence. She also likes animal prints – tigers, panthers, leopards… I find 

it difficult to live like an animal when I’m a man. I don’t go to darkrooms and 

things like that. When Snorella wears clothes with an animal print I feel the 

power of those beasts. Wraaaaaaaaaah (he loudly mimics the sound of a big 

cat). It makes me feel good!” 

Who are your influences? What inspires you? 

“That’s really an intimate question. My mother. My father. Freddy Mercury 

with ‘I want to break free’ and ‘Breakthrough’ and Annie Lennox with ‘Must 

be talking to an angel’. Snorella is an angel or a being from another world, 

because she shows you things you haven’t seen before. And DeeDee Janssens 

or better yet DeeDee’s mother (editor’s note: DeeDee is a busty redhead drag 

queen from Den Haag).” 

Snorella manages many projects. She throws her own par-

ty called Flikker – which means ‘faggot’ in Dutch – and 

she sells her own line of t-shirts with the tagline ‘clothes 

for out of the closet’. What’s the best thing you have ever 

done in drag? 

“I’m most proud of Kings and Queens, a photo project and exhibition I created 

with Léon Hendrickx and Bram Boem. We make portraits of two sides of one 

personality: a drag queen in all her glory together with her male alter ego, 

embracing each other intimately. Something that is impossible in real life. 

Drag queens from all over The Netherlands and abroad had their picture taken 

for this project. The first photo we made was of Snorella and me, with her 

sitting on my lap. I think it takes guts to show yourself in this way. You expose 

yourself. That picture shows the complete package of who I am as a person.” 

WHAT DOES IT EVOKE IN PEOPLE WHEN THEY SEE THOSE PIC-

TURES? 

“One of the most moving reactions I got was from a friend of mine. Ten days 

after the exhibition we were drinking coffee on a terrace. She told me she had 

been thinking about it for some time and she realised that she recognised her-

self in those photographs. She realised that everyone has many different sides. 

And that’s totally true. You’re more than just one thing at any given time.” 

WHAT DOES DRAG MEAN TO YOU?

“Drag brings me freedom. It’s an enriching experience. It allows me to be my-

self completely and it allows me to show myself to the world. Right now drag 

is a hype, but there’s also a different aspect to it. Men who do drag are forced 

to look at their identity. When you’re a queen you get offered a stage. It gives 

you a lot confidence. But what does that do to your male persona? People can 

hate you as a boy and embrace you as a drag queen, but inside you’re still the 

same person. When you’re in drag people notice you. You are someone. You 

are fabulous. But when you take of the make up you’re that regular, small 

person again. It can make your male persona become fragile. Imagine what 

it’s like if there’s a big gap between you as a man and you as a drag queen. 

If you need to bridge that gap every time, it can take a toll on you mentally. I 

have noticed that a lot of drag queens get more insecure as a man when they 

do drag on a regular basis.”

Does that apply to you as well? 

“In my opinion you need to find a balance between the femininity in the male 

and the masculinity in the female. That’s what makes you stronger. I’m getting 

there more and more. You need to channel the person that you are at night 

during the day, when you’re not wearing a wig and make up. You need to 

infuse some of the confidence you have when you’re in drag into your male 

self. Nowadays I have the courage to use Snorella’s seduction skills as Micha. 

In the past I thought I would come across as a faggot or a girly boy. Now I use 

her talents to my advantage. The biggest compliment I can get is when people 

tell me that there’s not a lot of difference between Snorella and myself.”

SNORELLA & CO.
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every night a different kinky theme

tues - fetish lounge 
wed - naked bar
thu - blue dance party
fri - (z)onderbroek underwear party
sat & sun - changing themes

kerkstraat 52 - amsterdam
www.clubchurch.nl  

ad church A4.pdf   1   17-04-18   12:58



They’re upbeat, fun and energetic and 
always up for a party! Peter van Vught 
and Thijs Weijland – known togeth-
er as DJ duo The G-Team – are famous 
faces in Amsterdam’s nightlife. Both 
know how to create and organize parties 
and they are experts in spinning records 
that all the boys, girls and anyone in be-
tween for that matter love to dance to.  

Gentlemen, how did you meet? 

PETER: “We became friends a couple of 
years ago. I organized parties at Paradiso 
and Thijs was one of our dancers. We quickly 
became friends, got drunk every night and 
at one point we started DJ’ing for fun at the 
now defunct Club Roque.” 

THIJS: “At the time the Amsterdam gay 
scene was dead. There were no new initia-
tives. We got our own club night on a Wednes-
day – one of the worst nights possible – and 
started playing for a couple of beers and 20 
euro’s per person. It became a success and 
they moved us to Friday night once a month. 
Ever since people have started booking us 
more and more and the gigs got bigger.” 

What do you like about DJ’ing?

PETER: “I don’t think I would like to DJ 
on my own honestly. It’s about both: the 
music we play and the fun we have on 
stage together. Last year we performed at 
Madrid World Pride with 20.000 people as an 
audience. That was such an incredible 
experience and we were lucky to 
be able to share that together.” 

Let’s shift the conversation to drag and start 
with the Ratchet girls. What’s your opinion of 
them? 

THIJS (TO PETER): “You were the first one 
that ever booked them at Club NYX right?” 

PETER: “True. I’ve been a fan since day one. 
I booked them as hosts for a party called 
3xNYX and they’ve been doing that for the 
last 4 or 5 years. I love that the House of 
Ratchet is trash. They are ratchet and pure.” 

THIJS: “And they’re happy and colourful 
with a lot of Disney. These girls have their 
own unique style compared to other drag 
houses.” 

PETER: “Their looks have progressed so much 
since they started. They are conceptual, talk 
about what they want to achieve and work well 
as a group. They’re sweet, happy and don’t see 
what they do as work. To them it’s fun.” 

Peter, you are one of the organizers of Super-
ball – an over the top drag competition with 
hundreds of drag queens – and Thijs, you won 
that same event in 2016 with your drag house 
The Coven. What does drag mean to you? 

THIJS: “Look at us! We’re in no way profes-
sional drag queens, but we did dabble with it a 
couple of times. We’re completely dependent 
on other people to do our make up. Drag gives 
you so much freedom. You play and laugh with 
your own gender and you just don’t care!” 

PETER: “I love drag because I think dressing 
up is fantastic. I love every kind of drag. You 
only need one stripe in your face and half a wig 
and I’m instantly crazy about you. It takes gut 
to dress up as a woman. Everyone has a femi-
nine side. It’s cool when you are able to express 
that side of yourself. The best nights I’ve ever 
had were in drag. Do you remember that night 
we were playing at the Secret Garden party in 
London?” 

THIJS: “Hahahaha. That night was insane.”  

PETER: “We looked disgusting. We had 
balloons for tits and people went crazy. They 
were constantly touching us everywhere. It got 
a bit too much at one point. People snatched 
our wigs and they started screaming at us: 
‘Hey, you sexy tarts!’ We looked super ugly 
hahaha. The reactions you get when you’re 
in drag…you have no idea… Everyone should 
experience that once. You turn into everyone’s 
property. You’re like a monkey in the zoo and 
everyone gets to feed you.” 

THIJS: “I would love to take part in a lip-sync 
competition. I would slay my competitors.” 

PETER: “Maybe we should do drag more often 
when we’re old. We’ll go out to sex parties and 
hand out poppers for free hahaha. That would 
be so funny.” 

What are your favourite Dutch queens 
at the moment? 

PETER: “Definitely Envy Peru. She 
put herself on the map in a matter of 
months. She’s nice, she can dance, 
understands social media, her looks 
are amazing and she’s fun to work 
with, which is really important. And I 
love Azula. He’s a Club Kid. His looks 
and energy are amazing. I love how he 
plays with gender. He’s a real perform-
er.”

THIJS: “The girls from TraffaMafia. 
They do something different. They 
don’t do lip-syncs, but they learned 
how to DJ in no time. They prove that 
you can do loads of things in drag. One 
of my other favourites is Juno. She’s 
trans and drag and that’s a hot issue in 
the community at the moment. I love 
that she’s both and that she’s super 
honest and open about it. Also her 
mouth is really big. That woman cracks 
me up the minute she starts talking. 
I’m afraid I’m forgetting people, wait 
let me check my Instagram…” 

PETER: “And I’m a big fan of Lolo Ben-
zina. She’s an animal on stage and her 
looks keep getting better and better.” 

Is there anything you would like to add 
before we end this conversation? 

PETER: “There should be more respect 
for drag queens. People really under-
estimate all the work that goes into 
it. Way too often they’re just seen as 
clowns.”

THIJS: “We have always had respect 
for the time, the creativity, the energy 
and the money that these queens 
put into their art. You deserve a huge 
amount of respect when you do this 
every day! (Thijs checks his Instagram 
again) I really should add Snorella as 
one of my favourites queens right? 
Then I’d like to add Snorella, I mean 
she has her own fucking beer!” 

Check the G-Team on:

Instagram@thegteam.dj  
Facebook.com/thegteam

AND THEIR LOVE LETTER TO DRAG
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CYRIEL JACOBS IS A MULTI-
FACETED PHOTOGRAPHER 
TO THE STARS. 
His portfolio includes the winner of RuPaul’s Drag Race

His art 
is never 
b o r i n g 
and his 
s u b j e c t s 
are al-
ways set 
in a spe-
cial and 
s l i g h t l y 
different 
way. 

Not just portraits but also beauty still lives have a place in Cyriel’s work. 

If you want to look good 
in a fun and playful way, 
look Cyriel up, when he 
is out and about with the 
House of Ratchet, and 
make sure to visit his
website: 

CYRIEL JACOBS.COM

 All Stars 3 - Trixie Mattel . 
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Powered by: WOW is in the air

??

*For terms and conditions see www.out.tv/en/rupaultrip

tt thh finalh of RRPauu’’ Draa Rach seasoo 10!

Ten years ago, during the American Labour weekend, RuPaul 
Charles escaped from the Californian warmth by jumping into the 
pool of a friend. The day after, the recordings of RuPaul’s Drag 
Race’s first season were scheduled. That moment he realised 
that his life should never be the same from now, he remembers.

Exactly a month upfront, in April, Marc Putman launched the first 
gay lifestyle channel in Europe, OUTtv. One evening, he woke up 
and literally thought: Why is there no digital channel for the gay 
community yet?

A gay lifestyle channel cannot miss Drag and especially cannot miss 
RuPaul’s Drag Race. Thus, on OUTtv you could already see all 
seasons of your favourite talent show for Drag Queens. The hit show 
is running its tenth season as well, with an addition of three seasons 
All Stars and Drag U.

Werqin’ Girls

More than 120 Queens entered through the doors of the Werq 
Room over the past years. However, things have changed. When 
the first Queens entered the competition, ‘drag’ was ancillary and
winning the title a big honour (and of course the “cash price of 
$20.000” was a nice bonus as well). Meanwhile, the Queens en-
ter the competition in a completely different way, since they know, 
if they do it right, they will be good for a while. The audience’s
favourites tour all over the world and have tons of fans around them.

Taboo-breaking

Next to boosting drag careers, important conversations have 
their origins in RuPaul’s Drag Race. Sometimes, the episodes 
even seem like group therapy, but this is not always the case. 
Earlier seasons had their taboo-breaking moments, but often 
those happened due to Queens collapsing – sometimes even 
literally – based on the stress and emotions, on stage. Includ-
ing Ongina, who was overwhelmed when she won the MAC 
Viva Glam contract. MAC releases a Viva Glam lipstick every 
year. Every cent of the money made is going to the MAC Aids 
Fund. This topic meant a lot to her, since she is HIV positive 
herself. Standing sobbing on the stage, she talked about her 
HIV status and how she did not want to talk about it previously, 
since her parents did not even know about it.

In season 5, Roxxxy Andrews burst into tears on stage, 
after lip-synching against Alyssa Edwards. She told, that she 
had been left behind with her sister by their mother at a bus 
stop, when she was only three-years-old. Consequently, we 
could see that RuPaul and Michelle Visage were emotionally
touched. Before Ru informed both about making it to the next 
round, she said the iconic words of: “We as gay people, we get 
to choose our family, you know. We get to choose the people 
that we’re around.” Nowadays, the Werq Room does not know 
any taboos anymore. On a weekly basis, topics as racism, 
eating disorders, traumata and addictions are being discussed. 
However, luckily those topics are being spoken about. It is of 
tremendous importance to bring those things up for discussion. 
OUTtv as well tries to contribute to this matter, by broadcasting 
documentaries, movies and programmes about the topics.

Everybody say: ‘‘love’! 

It should be clear by now: RuPaul’s Drag Race and OUT-
tv are ‘a match made in heaven’. Both celebrate the art of 
‘drag’ and are not afraid to break taboos. The OUTtv Pro App 
(available in the iTunes and Google Play Store, *wink*), lets 
even more people enjoy this fabulous and touching show. All that
‘charisma, uniqueness, nerve and talent’ is almost too much 
for the Netherlands alone. Hold on to your wigs, OUTtv is 
bringing it to Belgium, Germany, Austria, Switzerland, 
Luxemburg, Finland, Sweden, Israel, Hungary, Czechs 
Republic and Slovakia. OUTtv loves drag. Consequently, next 
to RuPaul’s Drag Race there are shows such as Drag Queens 
of London and documentaries as Gaysian Drag Queens avail-
able to feast on! In the words of RuPaul: we’re all born naked 
and the rest is drag!

Spread the word, tens all over the place!

TENS!
 

TEN
S!
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HOW DID YOU END UP AT CLUB NYX?
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Originally I come from a dance background, but after 17 
years I felt it was time for a change. I went back to school 
to get a Marketing degree, when the job offer for Club 
Nyx came to my attention I figured this would be fun. 

A totally different environment then the dance culture I 
came from. I was hired as the marketing assistant  by 
now I am the marketing manager and promoter for the 
3XNYX Saturdays, Vodka Wednesdays and the bigger 
events like Gay Pride.

THERE ARE QUITE A FEW CLUBS IN 
AMSTERDAM, WHY DOES CLUB NYX
STAND OUT IN YOUR OPINION?

What I like most is the look and atmosphere of the venue. 
It is raw but still stylish. The great thing about the Nyx is 
that it is place where everybody can be themselves one 
hundred percent and it is a safe place to experiment.

WHAT IS YOUR OPINION ON THE DUTCH DRAG 
SCENE, AND  WHAT DOES DRAG MEAN FOR CLUB 
NYX?

WOULD YOU CONSIDER DOING DRAG?

The fact that tickets are always sold out when Trixie Mattel, 
Milk or any other Dragrace girl is performing is great. Al-
though I think the Dutch queens are just as amazing as per-
formers as those girls. So I actually prefer the Dutch queens 
over the international bookings, there is so much creativity 
and talent to be found in the Netherlands. It all starts with 
the boys going to the club with a bit of foundation or eyeliner, 
fast forward to a few months later and they are unrecognis-
able fully developed drag queens. That is something I love 
seeing. Drag is more and more a thing, partly because of 
Rupaul’s Dragrace of course, I’ve got the feeling the young-
er generation  isn’t afraid to experiment with this.

Actually I have done drag twice in my life, and 
secretly enjoyed it quite a bit. the great thing about 
drag is the fact you can be a totally different person, 
the other day I was in drag with two friends of mine 
and it was a complete change. The really changed 
into their drag alter ego, amazing to witness. And 
that is exactly what it is; “you can be anyone you 
want to be”.

How do you see the future of Club Nyx?

It should be the place to express yourself even more 
than it already is. Sometimes I see they craziest 
most eccentric people come by in the club, and all I 
can think is, how amazing that is. 

What do you think of the girls of the 
House of Ratchet?
They have a Fishy Queen, a bearded queen a trashy 
queen, basically all kinds of drag in one house. It is 
one big hysterical mess and I love it. You can see 
it as a piece of wood with a splinter here and there
That doesn’t just fits well with Amsterdam but with 
Club Nyx especially.

Thank you so much Junior. 

Club Nyx is open from Thursday till Sunday at the 
Reguliersdwarsstraat 42 in Amsterdam.

Catch the House of Ratchet every first Saturday of 
the month at Club Nyx hosting 3xNyx.
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Jennifer Hopelezz (38) is a legendary and super ap-
proachable drag queen with a bushy beard and hips 
that don’t lie. Originally hailing from Australia, with 
Greek roots, she has made Amsterdam her home. Jen-
ny is the co-owner of Club Church and gay sauna NZ, 
mother of over 50 children that are all part of the 
House of Hopelezz, as well as an activist who’s trying to 
break taboos about STDs and drug use. We sat down 
with Jennifer’s male alter ego Richard Keldoulis to talk 
about drag, sex and most importantly about finally put-
ting a halt to the HIV epidemic.

Richard, you are an active member of PrEPnu, a lobby 
group trying to make PrEP part of the basic package of 
Dutch health insurance.  First of all, what is PrEP for
people who have never heard of it?

“PrEP is medication you take to prevent getting the HIV 
virus. It’s been around since 2012 in America and it’s 
slowly reaching other parts of the world. It’s still not 
widely available in The Netherlands. Until six months 
ago it was almost unaffordable because a month’s worth 
of pills would cost around 550 euro’s. Six months ago the 
patent ran out and that’s why the price dropped dramat-
ically to around 50 euro’s a month. We have tried to get 
PrEP into the basic package of Dutch health insurance 
twice, together with the Dutch Aids Foundation, LGBT 
rights organization COC and political parties like D66 and 
GroenLinks. Unfortunately it didn’t get enough support 
in the Dutch parliament, because parties like the VVD, 
PVV and 50PLUS blocked it. The thing with PrEP is that
you need to take it with proper medical supervision. You 
need to get tested every three months for HIV, Hepatitis 
C and STDs and you need to do a yearly kidney test. All 
this needs to be organized properly. Right now people 
who can afford it order PrEP online and they take it with-
out proper support. It feels like the Wild West. For a 
country that used to be leading in HIV prevention, we 
are way behind. Countries like Kenya and South Africa 
already introduced it and we still haven’t worked things 
out. It’s a bit pathetic really.”

How long do you think it will take for the Dutch parlia-
ment to say ‘yes’ to PrEP?

“In July there will a big international Aids conference in 
Amsterdam – AIDS2018 – everyone thinks it will happen 
before that, to prevent the Dutch government from  los-
ing face. So hopefully before then PrEP will be available 
to anyone in Holland. It will take at least another year for 
it to be included in the basic health insurance package. 
Apparently no prophylactic drugs are in that package ex-
cept for the contraceptive pill for women between 18 
and 21 years old. But they could give people a subsidiary 
for example. Where there’s a will there’s a way. Maybe 
we have to pay a small amount ourselves, but I think that 
would be fine as long as it is affordable.”

What motivates you as an activist?

“There’s around 800 new cases of HIV every year in Holland. 
The Dutch Aids Foundation thinks 250 of those could be pre-
vented if PrEP gets introduced properly. If it’s being used 
long enough the whole HIV epidemic will collapse, because 
there will be enough people on PrEP, there will be enough 
people using condoms and people who are already positive 
will be undetectable, because they’re on HIV medication. 
There won’t be enough of the virus to go around. At one 
point it will basically disappear and new HIV infections will 
become a rare occurrence. We have fought this virus for 35 
years and finally there is light at the end of the tunnel. We 
can achieve this within several years. We have to have 
courage!”

Let’s switch to a completely different subject you are also an 
expert on: drag.  What do you like about it?

“First of all it’s fun! You discover a whole different side to 
your character. Drag makes you think about who you are, 
about how you come across and why you act in certain ways. 
It teaches you about masculinity and femininity and it’s a key 
that opens doors to places I would normally never go and to 
people I otherwise would never meet.”

Does drag change your character? Are Richard and Jenny dif-
ferent people?

“With drag you literally create a new personality. I’m con-
stantly thinking about who I want to be when I’m her. Jenni-
fer is generally very open, friendly, happy and kind. Every-
thing I do in drag goes through that ‘Jenny filter’. It also rubs 
off on me when I’m Richard. Sometimes I take off the wig 
and the make up and I still have this aura of Jenny around me 
for a couple of hours, where I still feel like her. Jennifer has 
made Richard more comfortable on stage and in the lime-
light. Doing drag makes me aware of how much I think about 
my masculinity. Subconsciously I’m always thinking about 
how I walk, how I talk and how I move my arms and hands. 
When I’m in drag I let go of that. I exaggerate my feminine 
side. One time I was walking around in Club Church with only 
a bra on and no other drag and that was actually even more 
confronting. You’re wearing this very feminine piece of 
clothing and you’re dressed as a man, acting like a man. You 
sort of get lost. And that’s what drag is to me. It raises ques-
tions about your gender and your identity. It’s a funny thing!”

Want to know more about PrEP? Check out PrEPnu.nl. 
Want to know more about Jenny? Go visit her once in Club 
Church and say hello! Check ClubChurch.nl for upcoming 
events.
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Being gay in Amsterdam is pretty easy when you’re a cisgendered*, masculine, white,
homosexual man on his own. Nobody registers you as being different, so you don’t have
to deal with discrimination. Things change instantly when you’re the same person
holding hands with another man. People start staring, you see confusion, judgement or
hatred in their eyes and sometimes they even feel the need to call you names like ‘dirty
faggot’ or ‘homo’ – usually from a safe distance. Stop holding hands and you return to
being normal.

Written

WITH 
Playing 
PERCEPTION

We live in a society where a lot of people – including the current Dutch Prime Minister - think it’s a 
value to ‘act normal’ or to be ‘perceived as normal’. Because of this:

Your value as a lesbian woman is higher when you come across as feminine than
when you are perceived as masculine.

Your value as a homosexual man is higher when you come across as masculine
than when you are perceived as feminine. 

Your value as a transgender person is higher when your looks are as close to a
natural born male or female as possible - preferably with an attractive face and
body. 

Being visibly different and not sticking to 
traditional gender norms can get you into 
trouble. Even within our own community 
this way of thinking oftentimes seems to be
condoned. 

Take gay dating apps like Grindr and Scruff 
for example. Guys still call themselves 
‘straightacting’ in their profile texts and they 
make it pretty clear they are not looking For 
‘femmes’. The same goes for LGBT celebrities 
on television who are shamed for being 
themselves, because they come across as too 
butch or overly feminine. They’re seen as bad 
examples for our community because ‘not all 
of us are like that…’ 

Every time I hear shit like that I get really 
annoyed.

There’s one reason LGBT communities in the 
Western World have civil rights these days
and that’s because of all those people who 
did not stick to being normal; because they
had no choice in the matter; because they 
stayed true to who they were. 

In June 2019 it will be exactly 50 years ago that 
the Stonewall Riots took place in New-York. 
This series of spontaneous demonstrations 
by members of the queer community
against police brutality and systematic 
discrimination started the LGBT rights
movement in the West. It’s what sparked 
the existence of (Gay) Prides worldwide. 

The Stonewall Riots began when all those 
people who weren’t perceived as normal had
had enough. Those who were marginalized. 
Those who were seen as degenerates by the
outside world. Black and Latino transvestites 
and transsexuals, butch dykes and femme
queens. Those were the people who 
started kicking ass for LGBT rights,  because  
they were sick of being seen as third class 
citizens. They were sick of being discriminated.
They were sick of being treated as 
non-humans.

If you want to keep your rights as a group, 
you need to open up your mouth and you
need to be visible. Two key ingredients found 
in any drag queen. Drag queens are easily
the most recognizable group within the LGBT 
community. Their whole existence is one
big fuck you to being normal and to sticking to 
your own gender.

Which brings us to the House of Ratchet exhibi-
tion and the publication you are holding in your 
hands right now. In this magazine you will meet 
a small, but passionate group of people who 
don’t stick to gender norms - including famous 
drag queens, transgender activists and Club- 
Kids who deserve our respect and gratitude 
simply for being themselves and for the 
important work they do. Common thread in 
their individual stories is that playing with gen-
der makes you more free, it fucks with people’s 
idea of who you are and it makes you question 
your own identity.

Which in turn brings us to me, the cisgendered, 
masculine, white, homosexual man from the 
beginning of this article. I’ve been a fan of drag 
for over a decade and drag to me is more than 
dressing up as the opposite gender. It’s about 
playing with people’s perception of who you 
are.

Legandary American drag performer RuPaul 
once said: “We are all born naked and the rest 
is drag.” So whether you put on a wig and make 
up or you slap on a leather harness and go to 
the gym four times a week, all of these things 
can be considered drag. You play with your own 
femininity, your own masculinity and your own 
humanity. All of us do!

As a writer I had the honour to talk to a lot of the 
fierce people featured in the House of Ratchet 
exhibition and in this magazine. They expanded 
my horizon with their art, thoughts and ideas 
and they inspired me to be true to myself. I hope 
they have the same effect on you!

* Google it!
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MERMAIDS
MANSION

THAT SWEET SALTY 
TASTE OF SUCCESS

Mermaids Mansion made a splash on the Dutch drag scene 
last year when it conquered Superball – Europe’s biggest 
drag competition held in Paradiso, Amsterdam – by winning 
three prizes, including best drag house of the year. These 
girls serve fresh fish, which means they look so ladylike that 
there’s a big chance their boy parts smell like a seafood ban-
quet. Bon appétit! 

We sat down to talk with three of the four Mermaids: Envy 
Peru, Chloe Andersen and Ivy-Elyse Monroe. Their sister 
Abby OMG couldn’t join because she was serving fish fin-
ger realness in the French Alps during the European Gay Ski 
Week. 

Girls, how would you describe the Mermaids Mansion? What’s 
your style? 

IVY: “We are fishy, glamorous queens. Drag royalty. We are 
like a girl group: four completely different types, but when 
we’re together it always makes sense.”  

CHLOE: “First and foremost we are fish. We look like Las Vegas 
showgirls or like Arabian pop stars with tons of make up. I saw 
a picture of Haifa recently– one of the biggest Lebanese pop 
singers – in which she looked almost identical to Envy. We are 
also socialites and fashionistas. Clubs book us to sit down and 
look pretty. They put a bottle of booze on the table and we’re 
ready to go. Next to that we do fierce lip sync performances.” 

You won Superball last year – a competition with 100 drag 
queens from all over Europe – did that change anything for you? 

CHLOE: “Not a lot!” (she laughs)

IVY: “It put us on the map and I think it put Superball on the 
map as well.” 

CHLOE: “It was an iconic year for us. We’re really thankful 
to Superball for that. We got a lot of attention that summer 
during the Amsterdam Pride. We performed at all the big gay 
parties and we were the opening act for the Werq The World 
tour, featuring queens from RuPaul’s Drag Race like Latrice 
Royal, Shangela and Alyssa Edwards.”

ENVY: “We also performed on Dam Square during pride in 
front of 5000 people. That was exciting. We did a 12-minute 
choreography with dancers, fireworks and confetti. It was one 
of the highlights of our year.” 

CHLOE: “It took 12 minutes, but it went by in a flash. It was 
almost impossible to take it all in. It’s always a highlight when 
we are together. After the Canal Parade we went to Funhouse 
with the four of us – out of drag. That really was the best night 
of the year. The moments I cherish are the ones where we 
make memories together. That’s what it is all about for us.” 

Let’s get a little bit political. Violence against LGBT people seems 
to be on the rise in The Netherlands. As drag queens you are extra 
visible. Have you ever faced negative reactions on the street? 

CHLOE: “I almost never get negative reactions on the street. 
That might have to do with the fact that our looks aren’t that 
extreme. People don’t see we’re drag queens at first glance. And 
if they have comments I don’t let them get to me. I don’t really 
care.” 

IVY: “We do get bullied online sometimes. Envy has gotten some 
nasty remarks. And I’ve received weird direct messages from 
keyboard heroes, calling us disgusting, telling us to get help or 
die. Some of those are pretty intense, but I don’t let them get to 
me either. I know those people are very limited in their frame of 
reference.” 

ENVY: “They even sometimes send Jesus pictures with an added 
‘Jesus loves you!’ And I get a lot of dick pics as well (all of them 
laugh at this). But I have to be honest. When I do my make up 
at home and I have a nearby gig, I walk real quickly to the club. I 
look down until I reach my goal and I’m relieved when I arrive.” 

IVY: “I don’t have that. I really don’t care!” 

What does the future hold for Dutch drag?

IVY: “The Dutch drag scene is definitely growing. There are a lot 
of new queens popping up all over the place. They ask our advice 
through Instagram on how to start. We love answering their 
questions.”

ENVY: “Traditionally Dutch drag has been very feminine. But 
there are a lot of new categories that people are into. There are 
more Club Kids for example. I love their creativity and the looks 
they come up with. All these new queens and styles bring colour 
to the night life.” 

One last question: what’s the biggest misconception about drag?

ENVY: “People think you want to become a woman when you 
do drag. They don’t quite get it. They don’t understand that drag 
is an art form. It’s not my intention to provoke, nor do I want to 
be a woman. I made an effort to find all the things I am wearing 
today. I get my inspiration from everywhere and nowhere. From 
fashion and from my friends. There’s a whole thought process 
behind it and this is the end result. It’s my way to express my 
creativity.” 

Check out Mermaids Mansion on Instagram @mermaidsmansion 
and Facebook.com/mermaids.mansion. 
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CLUB

YOLO
AMSTERDAM

AMSTERDAM’S NEWEST 
OPENMINDED NIGHTCLUB

THURSDAY & SUNDAY
10PM - 4AM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
10PM - 5AM

AMSTEL 178
WWW.CLUBYOLO.NL

CLUB

YOLO
AMSTERDAM

circusflamingo.nl

 DAT JE
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